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As literary standards of education took the place of the
earlier practical bias, under the influence of Robert Lowe and
his generation, more attention had to be paid to the literary
attainments of the school-teacher. Pupil-teacher centres had
to be developed, for their part-time secondary education, and
these in their turn were fused into the municipal secondary
schools which took shape from 1902. Meanwhile, for those
of greater ability or better education who were suited for
work in higher-grade schools, the universities in 1890 and the
county education authorities in 1902 were helped by grants to
compete with the residential denominational training-colleges
in admitting grant-aided ex-pupil-teachers as day students.
During the last generation, as it has become increasingly
possible for all intending teachers to obtain a secondary educa-
tion, many of their training-colleges have tended towards
a university status. The teacher in what was officially an ele-
mentary school—often actually a senior or a central school—
was more and more frequently a university graduate. The
teacher in what was officially a secondary school had in a great
many cases obtained his university education through a scheme
intended originally for the training of elementary school
teachers. The initial educational barrier between elementary
and secondary teaching was thus less formidable than
formerly, although a social barrier still persisted between the
older and the newer types of secondary school. And the
majority of teachers were still expected to find their vocation
before they went up to college, like Roman Catholic priests or
nonconformist ministers, instead of discovering it while they
were there; they were not free to use their state-provided
education in the service of the state as public administrators or
librarians or social workers, even though these others should
prove to be the callings in which they would be of greatest use
to the community; yet the doubling of teachers* salaries after
the first world war made this profession so attractive an open-
ing for the business instincts of the lower middle class, and
the normal working of our new local and state scholarship
system impelled so many of its beneficiaries towards this

